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r 3 Landscape prepare the ground Saturday for replanting The Freedom Tree, shown in the

ns Memorial Cemetery in-Boulder City. The canopy of the 20-foot-tall olive was trimmed before
ng on Bonanza Road, but two branches were lost while hauling it beneath an oVerpass.

Freedom Tree finds home

Symbol saved from path of bulldozer replanted at veterans cemetery

Workers from First Choice Tree Service and Pa
background, at the Southern Nevada Vetera
it was moved from in front of a state buildi




By KEITH ROGERS
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An olive, tree that for 34
years stood as a symbol of free-
dom in honor of Nevadans who
were missing in action has been
safely moved fromn the path of
a bulldozer to continue orow-
ing at the Southern Newvada
Veterans Memorial Cemetery
as a memorial to Set. William
Skivington Jr. and others.

Volunteers and private do-
nors had the tree dug up and
trucked on Saturday from
downtown Las Vegas to the
cemetery  in Boulder City
where Skivington’s  father,
Bill Skivington Sr, and Allen
“Doc™ Hoe, senior medic for
the junior Skivington's recon-
naissance team in Vietnarm re-
dedicated the tree's planting,

“It meant a great deal to me,”
Skivington said Monday, 1 was
glad of the new location.”

After 38 years since his
son was declared missing in
action, the remains of 1.5, ser-
vicemen found at Kham Duc,
Vietnam were returned to TS,
s0il this yvear

On Wednesday, a represen-
tative from the government’s
casualty branch will meet
with the elder to Skivington to
confirm that his son’s remains
have been positively identified
through DINA testing,

He had been told that would
be the case after his son's dog
tags, wallet and givlfriend's
ring had been found.

“Today, a new chapter opens on the I1z=.~!;-':u'.1v.ir of

this sacred tree.”
ALLEW "DOC" HOE

SENICR MEDHC FOR SGT.WILLIAM SKIVINGTON JR,'S RECOMMAISSANCE TEAM IN VIETHAR,
SPEAKING AT THE RE-DECICATION OF THE FREEDOM TREE

Meanwhile, amid failing
health that has him dependent
on-an oxyzen tank, Skivington
learned that The IFreedom
Tree would either have to be
relocated or destroved tomake
way for a new state building to
house the Department of Pub-
lic Safetv's Division of Parole
and Probation.

The timing of the tree’s
move with word that his son’s
remains had been positively
identified brought a sense of
relief to the 85vearold Skiv-
ington, himself a World War
IT combat veteran. He has also
has lost his other two sons.
a Vietnam Warera Marine
who died of complications as-
sociated with exposure (o the
defoliant Agent Orange and
his voungest son who died of a
rare lung ailment in 2001,

The Freedom Tree was
planted in 1972 by then-Gov,
Milke O'Callaghan in front of

the AA Campos state build-

ing on Fast Bonanza Road. 1t
was dedicated to all prisoners
of war and those missing in
action, particularly William
“Skip™ Skivington Jr,

A graduate of Western High
School, Skivington Jr. was pre-
sumed killed or captured after

his ohservation post at Kham
Due was overrun by a brigade
of Morth Vietnamese soldiers
and Viet Cong on Mother's
Dray, May 12, 1968, He carried
the radio for the recon team,
Rnnopy Six

The last word he was alive
was a radio transmission from
a leutenant advising headquar-
ters that they were shooting
enemy soldiers as they came
through the post's entrance.
The radio then went silent.

In all, 17 1.5, soldiers were
killed, and eight, including Skiv-
ington, were missing in action.

Hoe lost his own son, 1st Lt
Nainoa Hoe, who was killed
last year in Irag while leading a
platoon in the battle for Mosul.

At Saturday's re-dedication,
Hoe recalled how his son had
asked to carry Skivington's
“Team Snoopy™ battle flag in
Trag.

“Today, a new chapter opens
on the legacy of this sacred
tree. It will continue as a senti-
nel of freedom preserving the
memory of not only Skip but
of all the men lost that fateful
Mother's Day," Hoe said.

On Monday, the elder Skiv-
ington said he regards Hoe as
his “surrogate son."”

Hoe said even with the tree
being saved and the remains of
Skivington Jr. positively identi-
fied after all these vears, com-
ing to terms with their losses
will alwavs be a challenge,

“There's never.going to be |

closure,” Hoe said. “It's some-
thing of an overused term for
people.

"For me, having lost my son,
I can only begin to understand
but I appreciate what the Skiv-
ingtons have experience,” he
said. “There's newver closure,
You get to another level of ac-
ceptance."

The Freedom Tree's move
was made possible by the ef-
forts of the Department of
Public Safety, Department of
Transportation, the Office of
Veterans Affairs and dona-
tions and services from a host
of politicians, the Army Re-
serve, Bovd Gaming, Nevada
Power Co., First Choice Tree
Service, Sterling Escrow Co.,
Time Printing, carpenters Boh
Sharpe and Jim Sharrad and
the Scottish-American Mili-
tary Society, Post 777,

Organizer Merritt Carlton
said donations are still being
accepted to cover expenses
for maintenance, landscaping
and a new stone to update the
tree’s history. Those donations,
he said, should go to the *Free-
dom  Tree Fund," Southern
Mevada WVeterans Memorial
Cemetery Gift Fund, 1201 Ter-
minal Way, Mo, 215, Eeno, NV,
HOS02,
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